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Shedding light on 
the Pennine UFOs 


Bv DENIS 


KILCOMMONS 


T wo ljnsa«miiied Flymg 
Cbiects followed the 
route of the Mo2 over 
ihe Hemunes 

It nippenfd on Februirv i thu 
veer •nd the maOent nj$ oern 
nvetfiaatefl pv UFO MitfOi/ne 
jn mreminofiij puPiicacion oj»eu 
n Obey 

Dozens oi people teporreo 
sishtinKS or two unu8uz< eno ven 
onghl Itanrs over Maacneirer 
Bradford and Leedt 

K«n Fieidi who hves on iKe 
edge Of an air route to Leedi'draO' 
rord Airport and la ramibar wiin 
pa>air>g oircrait saw tnem movina 
very alowiy overhead at f JOpm 
He filmed fhem with his earn* 
corder and said they were rwi 
standard aareratt lishts hut were 
simiUr to urcratt strobes 
George Hickenson a 42>year* 
old security Kuard. named a seojr* 
ify camera on them tor 10 minutes 
as they tiew over Leeds at ^ 3 jpm 
Colieagiae Ken Hague 52. said 
There was nor a sound as they 
started to move otf They climbed 
mto the rughr skv and lusr shot 
away. 

A former RAF pilot lohn bum* 
memlie, watcned the lights as 
they passed over Cleckneaton as 
he ar^ his wite took their aogs tor 
i walk at about 5.55pm 

"As they approached, at a 
steady constant speed, they 
passed overhead ar a 45 degree 
ingJe The lights movea in a 
srmght line, aver our village, over 
the valley and out of sight.' 

Their alhhide, he estimated, was 
about 700 or 1.000 tt. 

Simon Nieholls vias waiting for 
a bus in Leeds when he saw them 
'Every night at around 5.30 or 
5.40pm. either a 737 or 757 airiiner 
flies into Leeds* Bradford. This par- 


How todav s laaue of UfO Megawte ia bfiliAg its feature on 
urudenti^ed light* eeen by hundreds in Weal Vorhahire 
hcular night it wu oti by a^out 10 Thus they had to be travelling 
Jegrees jt on approKimate speed ot 00 

^bout one minute later he said tn^. 
rne rwo obiects appeared He added, they appeared to 

Thev flew straight over mv Have followed the generai 

nrad Both had one r^avlgatlon direction ot the Mo 2 . which might 
aght at the back, which was white. provide a clue as at their sdenhtv. 
and two >ery bnght spotlights *H has been suggested rhai the 

I Jon t IMV K,r»..ira. I'dj"* wef« <«T»d by two mioo- 

lerresinal due io me navigation h<ht airoalt 
light on the back, rvpical oi an air- TVhile not impossible, if true 

crert or man maoe aofi.' theit pilots were playing a very 

... dangerous game using m«or air 

1 h,f. comC»f^ beWen .nd ibov. >h>«< 

Manch«.»r ^ Btadtwb i popul.ted oh..' 

leom Itom L'FOWj/iifinf tfivMli- ’, 

jnd iMl omcl. >1 L«d.. TT.» UFO » i>«ve 

Br.dford Aipon Ur»HJ *0 b« WWdal .r »> 

gallons, but it also reports bitarre 
.Andv Rackhartv airport services tninguing and unusual evenii 
manager said tneir radar tapes ^ 

.no«« ro unusu.. or umdmhH^i Tbne are '»P^» 

.u eraohs ffom arouno the world ii 

.ra,nc .n .h« area „ 

Ha said. Wr lookad ai all air iha shops today pn« jU. 2}: 
trame movamanis. surroundinp Th* most lasonalin* is >ha tin 

tliahli. tran.il ll.»hts etc Nothin* avnlance ol an inodat 

could account tor Iha liahts saon evolving «h* IJOO man oi a U 

over Leeds at that lima There was ^ baltaboo at Fo 

nothing to indicate anything Betming in Gemgia m 197* 
unusual was there . , 

Was this alien abducti^ . c 
But. Rjckhim added These is ^^e illegal testing ol a secret we 
nothing supportive to say there pon ooigned to create mass dis< 
w as anything out ot the ordinary ” nentaHon? 

Mark Ion Birdsail ol UFO Whatever the answer, this is 
Magaane said. The lights were nvettmg and believaUe account 
seen in Manchester around 5pm. It a fngtdening and unex^aim 
took all of 40 minutes for th^ to event that the US mibtay ai 

appear over Che centre of Leeds, a apparently, atteinpbng to ke 
distance ol no mote than 40 mdes. secret. 
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Woman saw 
spherical, 
green UFO 

A WOMAN called the 
police claiming she saw 
a UFO flying over 
houses on Scarborough's 
South Cliff. 

The West Street resi¬ 
dent said she spotted the 
object about 1.30am 
yesterday. 

The UFO, described as 
spherical and fluorescent 
green, was said to have 
moved across South Cliff 
Just above the roof-tops 
of houses. 

Sgi Tom Merron said: 
"The incident has been 
recorded by police but 
we received no other 
reports from anyone 
else." 
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Pilot’s close 
encounter 

with UFO 


BY SIMON BtRO 

A BRITISH charter jet has had a 
close encounter with a UFO said 
to be "the size ol' a battleship”. 

The shocked pilot and crew of a 
Debonair BAel46 plane reported being 
buzzed by "a long, cylindrical object'' 
as they flew over the North Sea. 

Three other pilots have also indepen¬ 
dently logged seeing the bright object 
miles ofi' the coast of Denmark. 

Last night the Civil Aviation 
.\uihoritv admitted it had received a 
[•opori of the sighting. It says the crew 
first became aware of the object after 
the piane's underside was immersed in 
"an incandescent light". 

A CAA spokeswoman said: “The 
captain reported seeing an unnatural 
bright light below his aircraft while 
flying at 28.000ft. The area below him 
was illuminated for about 10 seconds 
by Incandescent light and it was cer- 
t.iinlv not a light thorn another plane. 

"Three other aircral't saw it moving 
at a high speed or static. However, air 
traffic control were informed and con¬ 
firmed there were no other planes in 
ihe viciniiv. Then, five minutes later, 
there was a brief radar return from a 
■•poc l~ miles away We believe there 
was no danger involved." 

The Luton-based 96-seater plane was 
nying executives from Linkoping, 
Sweden, to Humberside airport. X 
-poke.sman for Debonair, which runs 
I ut-pnee Ilights throughout Europe, 
'iiitl chief executive Franco 
Manca.ssoia had been informed that a 
"'.’reat red light in the sky" had been 


Battleship-sized 
craft ‘buzzed jet’ 

spotted near a company plane. At one 
stage, the report says, the UFO came to 
an abrupt halt before accelerating past 
the jet at thousands of miles an hour, A 
CAA source says the object was 
tracked by a military radar station in 
Yoiitshire after it entered UK air space. 

A spokesman for the 6.000 member 
British Pilots Association said: “We get 
reports of this nature from our mem¬ 
bers but they are few and far between. 

In the past 10 years or so i would say 
there have been around six cases of 
UFO's being sighted. 

"Many pilots are reluctant to make 
such claims because it tends to lay 
them open to ridicule. So when they do 
go as far as making a report we do 
expect it to be given credence." 

A Ministry of Defence spokesman 
insisted there were no military aircraft 
in the area adding: "We saw nothing." 

•A councillor in the Stiriingshire vil¬ 
lage of Bonnybridge has recorded a CD 
about the thousands of UFO sightings 
witnessed there in the past decade. 

Billy Buchanan plans to send his 
songs to Roswell in America, scene of 
the world's most famous UFO Incident 
in 19-47. 

His accompanying message says: "I 
believe our two areas have an affinity 
and I give you greetings from my area f 
to your area. My quest for the truth • 
goes on.” J 
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numsimun 

I N A LABORATORY high In 
me rainforest of Puerto Rico 
IS a refrigerator — empty, 
save for a bottle of cham¬ 
pagne which has been there 
for more than two decades 
rne only event that wUl see it 
^cot^ will be earth-shattering. 
It will be the day humankind 
learns that we are not alone 
A rather embarrassed Nasa 
coughed up the funds for SETI — 
the project to Search for Extra 
Terrestrial Intelligence — leaving 
a dedicated band of scientists to 
go It alone In their quest to detect 
a radio signal produced by aliens. 
But SETI has had a string of 
recent discoveries which, says its 
chief scientist, JiU Tarter, indi¬ 
cate the champagne may well be 
opened radier sooner than anyone 
had expected. 

Jill is the real-life model for 
i.llie Arroway the alien-chasing 
boffin played by Jodie Foster in 
I ontact. a recent movie based on 
nie late (,arl Sagan's novel: the 
rwo were good friends. At a con- 
icrence m Washington last week 
-'ll the origins of the universe, she 
-poke exclusively to The Express. 

Jill. 55. is as glamorous as her 
Holivwood counterpart — tall 
I "Jodie, who I got to know reily 
well, comes up to my shoulder") 
.nonde and vetp' elegant. She got 
:mo the "bug-eyed monster" busi¬ 
ness bv accident. 

_ I was approached back in the 
oeventies - I was the onlv person 
who knew how to program Uie old 
'oinputers they were using." she 
>ays. "I got hooked on the idea that 
astronomers and engineers could 
ilo experiments that would answer 
yaostions that, up to then, had only 
been tackled by philosophers.” 

.She adds: ’.My eight-year-old 
•laughter, asked in school what 
licr mother did. said: 'Look for lit- 
If green menl'.” But SETI is not 
about searching for alien visitors 
r L’FOs. 1 wo huge radio tele- 
co(ws. at .Arccibo in Puerto Rico, 
•lid Judrell Bank, in Cheshire, 
can the skies searching for a 
'narrow b.ind" radio signal. 

So far. SETI has searched about 
100 nearby stars for intelligent 
-.ignals. It works on the assump- 
>• that aliens would put a mes- 
in "code" understandable by 


Scientist Jill Tarter is certain 
that her team will soon be 
making Contact with aliens 


My Intelligent life-form — say a 
"language" based on the atomic 
spectrum of hydrogen — the most 
common element in the universe. 

We cannot guess what aliens 
might want to say to us but it is 
possible that we would feel com- 
peUed to reply. But we may not 
want to broadcast our presence to 
possibly predatory species. Strict 
international protocol is in place 
to govern the nature and timing of 
any reply. 

Jill says that several dozen 
interesting signals have so far 
been discovered, though none 
liaye been confirmed as alien sig¬ 
nals. They could be radio blasts 
from natural objects such as pul¬ 
sars or black holes, or possibly 
from satellites. 

Many scientists outside SETI 
have been sceptical but a string of 
exciting discoveries show that the 
chances ol us being alone are verv 
small. Many researchers now 
teheve there is a good chance that 
life evolved on Mars. Even if 
Martians turn out to be bugs the 
fact IS that a kind of life has 
turned up on the first planet 
where we went looking for it. As 
dill says; "Finding a second gene- 



SKY'S THE UNIT: Jill Tarter 
thinks we wHi find alien life 


sis in our solar system will great¬ 
ly increase the chances of life 
being ubiquitous in the universe." 

Indeed, last Thursday, it was 
revealed that another entire solar 
system had been found, 44 light 
years away Three planets orbit a 
sun-like star called UpsUon 
Andromedae. 

Finding a solar system so close, 
after so little searching, shows that 
planets orbiting stars must be the 
norm — and many astronomers 
believe that planets around most 
in the galaxy equals billions 
of potential homes for life. Even If 
only one per cent have living 
beings and even if only one per 
cent of ihcse have intelligence, iind 
one per cent of those have 
advanced technology, that is still 
100.000 advanced civilisations in 

the Milky Way alone. 

J ILL TARTER believes 
that computers will final¬ 
ly make SETI pay off. 
"Our new system is five 
times as good a.s the old 
one. In sLx vears we will 
be able to search lOO.OOO stars," 
With similar technology, an alien 
civilisation 10 light years away 
could detect our radio broadcasts 
with ease. But these advances 
impressive as thev are. used 
current telescopes: what .SETI 
wants is its own dishes in the 
California de.sert that could listen 
in to a million stars a decade. 

"Bill Gates said no to helping 
us. for the time being," .-.ays Jill, 
although she is confident ihat 
with the fast-impix.ving technol¬ 
ogy at her disposal iihe current 
search is .i trillion times more 
sensitive than wiien SETI began) 
champagne corks mav be popping 
long before she retire's. 

"A signal would make us realise 
that the difference between us and 
this other species was vast I 
would liope that this knowledge 
would tnvialise the tiifference 
between us humans. " 
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38 per ceni 
of males 
believe 


Pilot’s close 
encounter 



1 SAUCER 

I CONCERN; 

j The Doster 

I hanging up 

: in TV's X- 

Files office. 

. Debonairs 
pilot's tale 
suggests the 
truth might 
well be out 
there. 

Thi;Vh-staicrlX-bonair8.\cl4n. 
was flyinj! executives iroin 
Linknpina. Sweden, when ihe piloi 
made his asionishinu close 
eneounier. 

The Civil .Aviaiion Auihonis lU' 
receneda report olThcsiahtmg. and 
'aid the crew became aware ol ihe 
obieci after ihe plane's underside 
was immersed in "an cncandcscem 
liuht ■' 

Dehonair's boss. Franco 
Maneassola. whose airline operaies 
cui-priee tlighis throughout hurope. 
has been told ofihe siuhtinu. 

But the firm's spokesman said. 
"He has got far more importani 
things on his mind at ihe moment. 

"He IS opening up a new 
desiiiiaiion for Debonair at the 
moment to Pentgia m Italy, where 
he comes from." 


in aliens 


uju was size 
of a battleship’ 


BY MICHAa HANinH 

SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 

FOX MULDER’S suspicion 
that the truth is out there is 
shared by the public, it 
seems. 

More than half of us believe 
chat alien intelligence exists - 
with more men than women 
showing their guUibOity over 
little green visitors from far-off 
galaxies. 

And nearly everyone thinks 
that if extra-terrestrials were 
visiting us our Government 
would do everything in its 
power to cover it up, according 
to a new survey. 

Unsurprisingly, sci-fl fans, 
particularly enthusiasts of the 
TV series The X-Filea, are most 
likely to assume a conspiracy, 
with 86 per cent expecting the 
Government to lie. 

"Even people who do not 
believe in UFOs believe the 
Government wouldn't tell the 
truth if they knew there was 
alien life." said Paul Simpson, 
editor of Focus magazine, which 
polled more than 1.000 people. 

Overall, more than 50 per cent 
of the UK population believes 
there is intelligent life on other 

worlds, while 14 per ,-— 

cent don't know. ■T-.-. 

And while 58 per 
cent of men believe 
there is alien intelli¬ 
gence. the figure for 
women is just 43 per 
cent. "This was a 
finding we could not 
explain. Men tend a 

to be slightly more ■ 

cvnicai. so this Is a ■ 

bit contradictory,'’ V 

said Mr Simpson. > 

There were also 
marked differences 
in belief in aliens, 
bv age, and geogra- 
phically The biggest 
believers in alien Intelligence 
live in the South West, where 
more than two-thirds think that 
we are not alone, while 
Londoners are the most scepci- 
.:i. Pensioners were the least 
likely to accept the Idea of extra¬ 
terrestrials. '‘A lot of scientists 
are coming to the view that 
alien life is out there,” said Mr 
Simpson. "Our poll shows that 


oy John Kesby _ 

THE pilot of a Luton-based 
aircraft who claims to have 
spotted a UFO "the size of a 
battleship” was last night said 
to be on holiday. 

The unidemified Hying ohieci. 
'aid 10 be a long cylindneal object 
wtih windows along the side, was 
'poned by the sianfed crow of the 
I-uton-based airline Debonair as 
they Hew over the North Sea. 

l-irrn officials would not name 
die pilot, but admitted that he had 
made a a-port of seeing ihe bnghi 
ohjeci 5k miles off the coast’of 
Denmark. 

.A spokesman said: "I lo has made 
a report, but he is on holiday at the 
moment. The incident happened in 
February. 

"I cannot imagine why it has 
i.iken until now to become public."' 

The Ministry of Defence has 
insisted that there were no military 
.iircraft m the region at the time. 


iNevur ince ciiil a witness say 
that mv.sterious men in black 
had turned up at their house 
after a sighting. There's a lot of 
paranoia but there. 

"Of course, 1 have been 
accused of being part of the con¬ 
spiracy mvseif. but you just 
can't win with these people." 

Most scientists accept that 
alien life is almost a certainty, 
but point out that sending 
crewed spacecraft across inter¬ 
stellar space is so difficult, time- 
consuming and expensive that it 
is much more likely that aliens 
will choose to communicate 
with us using radio signals. 

Meanwhile. American com¬ 
puter tycoon Joe Firmage has 
abandoned his £l, 2 bllllon busi¬ 
ness to search for UFOs. 

He believes that recent 
advances in technology, from sU- 
;con chips, fibre optics and 
lasers can ne traced back to 
alien hardware recovered from a 
spacecraft which allegedly 
crashed near Roswell. New 
Mexico, in lu.n 


sightings "were really interest¬ 
ing. as far as 1 was concerned 
there was definitely an intelli¬ 
gence at work". 

However, unlike agent Mulder. 
Mr Pope never had anyone try¬ 
ing to suppress his findings, "i 
never got anyone trying to shut 
me up. Never once did anyone 
have a quiet word with me to 
cover up a mysterious sighting. 





MONDAY. \LyiCH 1, 19{ 


S liVERAL of my good friends, 
many with contacts in the 
.\inerican intelligence ser¬ 
vices, warned me to keep a 
low profile. Although I knew 
those warnings were gen- 
aine. thev were remote and I did not 
loel intimidated. But there was noth¬ 
ing remote about an encounter my 
wife l^•^u!ine and 1 had when we flew 
10 Arizona for the World UFO 
Conference in 1991, 

I was delivering a lecture about my 
investigations into a South African 
ir Force tighter plane shooting down 
:i UFO over the Kalahari desert in 
.May 1989. Sources had told me the 
craft and Us occupants had been 
transported to a USAF base. 

Pauline and 1 were sitting in the 
lounge of the Holiday Inn with four 
friends, all UFO experts, when two 
men asked if they could join us. My US 
friends immediately left: they knew 
who these two. dark-suited men were 
.and i guessed they were CIA agents. 

The nice one did all the talking while 
ihe other sat in silence, never taking 
Ills eves off me; ’ lie extremely careful 
witli what vou are doing.” I was told. 

"A'.' (an stop you if we want to." 

; ihaiiKed (iod for my police train¬ 
ing aim retused to see their air of 
menace as anything more than a ploy. 

Then me nice one offered to show me 
ihe tiesert. \ot wanting to show any 
■rack in inv defence. 1 agreed to meet 
I 'lem the next morning. 

I’auliiK! Insisted on gomg with me. 

.'.e wei'e .'liown to a 4WD vehicle 
•risiling with aerials. Once we were 
■ ompietelv clear of civilisation, the 
nice one spoke: I ’.vant to tell you 
main. ,iust in case you didn’t under- 
• uind. Things you are telling people 
me not for public knowledge. We can 
in von, v\ herever vnu are." 

nrovii us bacK to me hotel ami 
L-. thev dropped us oif Mr Nice said; 

‘Ve like vou both, you are good peo¬ 
ple. But iilea.se be careful." Then he • To buy Alien Inoestigatorrrp 
isKed me. rather blzarrely, if I would £16.99). for n2.99 plus p&p. Id a 
,ikc detailed survey maps of Venus cheque, postal order to The Pess 
.nd Mars. Six weeks later, we received Bookshop. 2.50 iVestern .Atue. 
tubular parcel stamped "US Govern- London 'i5'3 6EE. or call 0870 901- 


ment". Inside were two close-up sat¬ 
ellite maps of Mars and Venus. But 
investigations of incidents like the 
Kalahari landing account for only 
some of my work. I have commun¬ 
icated with aliens in my work with 
abductees. On several occasions when 
I have questioned abductees under 
hypnosis. I have found myself talking 
not to them but. through them, to 
their abductors. Here is an account of 
one bizarre question-and-answer ses¬ 
sion I had with an alien abductor; 

My subject was describing her 
abduction when her voice became 
high-pitched. I knew [ was talking 
directly to her abductor but the police¬ 
man in me made me ask: “How can 1 
be speaking to you now when her last 
abduction was several weeks ago?" 


± something devised by 
humanity to create an 
organised society but. in 
truth, time does not exist." there was 
an air of condescension to the voice. 1 
replied; "What gives you the right to 
take people without their knowie-i'j" 
and do these things to them'.’" 

"We have every nsht." said ihe 
voice. "Do you not do things to your 
lower animals?" 

i asked if they were responsible for 
the strange machines we saw in our 
skie.s. But the voice warned that seme, 
belonged to other entities which 'reir i 
not friendly. When the abductee mme t 
round from the hypnosis, she tial no ■ 
memorv’ of the conversation. 

This direct contact did not suipose 
me as I had experienced my owntie- 
pathic communication. 1 could* till • 
enter into dialogue with aliens triay 
but I no longer feel the need to smd • 
I Old nights in my I'.-ir on the oor 
waiting to see UFOs. 
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Gum-u-like 


Michael Knight I 

on the books to 
change mind, 
body and spirit 

ccasionally while out 
shopping [ get 
accosted by a cult 
member. Typically a 
tense and unhappy looking 
acolyte tells me ofthc great joy 
he t'oiind and I could find by 
l eading some shoddily pro¬ 
duced pamphlet. [ don't buy 
one mainly because it doesn’t 
look very attractive, but also 
because I'm secretly afraid it 
j may indeed prove alife-chang- 
j ing revelation and ril spend the 
' rest of my life standing in sub¬ 
urban shopping centres dressed 
, head to toe in orange, being 
; laughed at by eight-year-olds. 

: I'lnlightenmcnt. however, 

' need not be so embarrassing to 
come by, All you need to do is 
. walk into any bookshop and 
head for Mind. Body &, Spirit.. 
MBS. as it is known, is the 
fastest growing section in our 
shop and. as the catch-all name 
suggests, it covers the full spec- 
I rum of spiritual phenomena 
;istrology, numerology, telepa¬ 
thy. UFOiogy etci and an 
equally wide range of quality, 
from acknowledged classics 
such as Gibran's The Prophet 
Vintage, £8.99) and Sogyal 
B i npoche's Tibetan Book ofLiv- 
ug and Dying (Rider. £7.99), to 
books written by the sort of 
people William Shatner needs 
restraining orders against. If 
they have a unifying characteris¬ 
tic it is an accessibility and 
^formality not found in tradi¬ 
tional religion. This is typified 
by Neale Donald Walsch’s Con- i 
versations with God (Hodder. 
£7.99). in which God is por¬ 
trayed as just an ordinary guy 
you can ring up any time for a 
chat, although he’ll probably 
' keep you on hold for an eternity. 

The blockbuster of these 
quasi-religious tomes is James 
Redfield’s Celestine Prophecy 
; ' Bantam. £7.99), though for the 
full Celestine experience you 
must read the three follow-ups 
; which lead to the latest Celestine 
I Vision (Oracle, £7.99), proving 
I that enlightenment is always 
liicrativelv elusive. 


There has long been a fasci¬ 
nation with all things Indian in 
MBS. Deepak Chopra who 
beams beatifically at you from a 
stream of self-improvement 
guides such as The Seven Spiri¬ 
tual LawsofSuccess 
(Transworld, £9.99) is the 
archetypal pop guru, but 
recently attention has moved to 
China and Lillian Too. whose 
Feng Shui titles such as The Lit¬ 
tle Book of Feng Shui (Penguin, 
£1.99) have been cluttering up 
the bestseller lists. 

Feng Shui in turn is being 
shoved aside by an influx of 
books on alien visitors to 
ancient cultures. Graham Han¬ 
cock's Heaven's Mirror 
(Michael Joseph £20) and 
Robert Temple's Sirius Mystery 
(Arrow. £7.99) advance vari¬ 
ants of the theory first 
expounded by Erich Von 
Daniken and Earth. Wind & 

Fire that Egyptian. Mayan and 
Khmer civilisations were 
i guided by aliens. 

Whether or not you believe 
their arguments, they are at 
least well researched and 
coherently argued, which is not 
always the case in UFOiogy. 

I There are literally hundreds of 
books on UFO encounters. 
Boswell and related govern¬ 
ment cover-ups whose authors 
boast an impressive array of let¬ 
ters after their names but 
I whose qualifications, on closer 
inspection, often come from the 
kind of universities that give 
their address as a PO box in 
Alabama and offer BA(Hons) 
degrees in book learnin'. For 
libel reasons 1 can’t name them 
but 1 can say that Timothy 
Good's Alien Base (Arrow, 
£6.99) and Mike Dash’s Bor¬ 
derlands (Arrow. £6.99) are 
two of the more reputable titles. 

All of which shows there’s a 
thin line between an open mind 
and gullibility, but who am I to 
judge?In the great free festival 
of MBS all ideas are welcome 
and everyone has their place 
including, over in the lost chil¬ 
dren's tent. Julian Cope, whose 
Modern Antiquarian (Harper- 
Collins. £29.99), a meticu¬ 
lously researched and beauti¬ 
fully presented guide to the 
pagan sites of Britain, is prov¬ 
ing to be a modern MBS classic. 


Michael Knight Is fiction buyer at 
Waterstone's IslIrKiton. London. 



Were UFO 
lights over 
the town? 

COULD flashing lights in the sky have been a 
UFO over Ashford? 

That is the question Michael Clark is hoping 
townsfolk can help him answer. 

Mr Clark, from Beckenham, was staying with 
friends In Godinton Park during the May Day 
Bank Holiday weekend. 

At 12.20am. on May 4. he was smoking a ciga¬ 
rette in their garden, a mile to the east of the 
M20, when he noticed a bright light high in the 
sky. 

He said: "At first. 1 thought it was a planet, or 
an aircraft, but as 1 watched over the space of 
two minutes, more lights appeared. untU there 
were 10 in a triangle formation. 

“The first one was dark yellow but. as more 
lights appeared, they changed to bright orange." 

The lights, travelling from east to west, flashed 
on and off before seeming to meige and di^p- 
pear. 

Mr Clark is keen to hear from anyone who spot¬ 
ted the lights, or can explain what they might be. 

Contact him through the Kentish Exvress. on 
01233 623232. 


uaily Mall, Wednesday, January 6,1999 
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